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PHONG TUC TAP QUAN, NGHI LE VA VAN DE PHAT TRIEN BEN
VUNG MIEN NUI TAY NGUYEN

Th.S. Tdé Pdéng Hai
Vién Nghién ctu Van hoa dan gian
Trung tam khoa hoc xa hdi va nhan van quéc gia

Viéc phat trién bén viing mién nui Tay Nguyén tir lau da la muc tiéu cla cac chinh sach lau
dai clia Dang va Nha nudc, nhdm lam cho Tay Nguyén trd thanh mét khu vuc phat trién vé kinh
t&€, 8n dinh vé xa hoi va van gin gitr dudc nhiing gia tri van hoa doéc déo clia khu vuc.

Moi ngudi c6 thé dé& dang nhan thay nhiing két qué do cac chinh sach dé dem lai trong doi
séng hang ngay clia déng bao cac dan tdc Tay Nguyén: Bé mat cac buén plei dang cd nhiing
thay d6i nhanh chéng, miic s6ng binh quan ctia ddng bao cac tdc ngudi thiéu sé trén dia ban Tay
Nguyén dudc nang cao ro rét.

Tuy vay, nhiing thay déi d6 dudng nhu van chua dap (ng dudc yéu cau xay dung mot Tay
Nguyén phat trién trong bén viing. Nhiing su kién xay ra trong thang 2 nam 2001 vifa qua trén dia
ban Tay Nguyén, can ci dia cla Cach mang trong suét hai cudc khang chién chéng Phap va
chéng My, da dat truéc ching ta nhimng cau hdi thudc nhiéu linh vuc, ma ching ta phai tra 16i mot
cach nghiém tac. Bén canh viéc xac dinh nguyén nhan tir nhimg luc lugng thi dich & nuGc ngoai
la nhitng nguyén nhan truc tiép, song, viéc tim nguyén nhan tir nhiilng diém yéu trong cac khau
quén ly x& hdi cla chinh ching ta, cling 1a mét cdng viéc hét siic can thiét. Phai chang, nhing
chinh sach phat trién kinh t&, van hoa, xa hdi Tay Nguyén cla ching ta, dau xuét phat tir nhiing
muc tiéu dung dén, song van chua dem lai nhiing két qua nhu ching ta mong muén? Phai ching
nhiing bién déi theo xu huéng phat trién trong dodi séng déng bao cac toc ngudi Tay Nguyén da
c6 nhiing diém chua phd hop véi quan niém vé mét cudc séng hanh phic, day dd cla déng bao?

&

Gan day, trén thé giGi da xuat hién nhiing quan niém madi vé mot cudc séng cb chét luong
cao, trong d6, con ngudi khdng chi dudc dap (ng nhimg nhu cau vat chat ma con dugc thod man
nhiing nhu cau v&n hoa - tinh than ctia minh. N&u nhiing nhu cau vé vat chat thudng la cu thé,
don gian va tuong déi dong nhét gilta cac tdc ngudi thi nhiing nhu cau vé van hoa - tinh than lai
rat triu tugng, phic tap, va cé rat nhiéu khac biét gilra cac tdc ngudi, cac nhém ngudi & cac vung,
cac khu vuc khac nhau.

Do nhiing d&c diém vé dia ly, lich st hinh thanh va phat trién toc ngudi, chi mot vai thap ky
trudc day, Tay Nguyén van con la mét khu vuc chita dung nhiéu sac thai riéng trong cau triac xa
hoi, ddi séng van hoa, phong tuc tap quan cong dong... Dong bao cac tdc ngusi Tay Nguyén cd
nhimg yéu cau riéng trong cudc séng van hoa - tinh than cla minh. B&i thé, muén hoach dinh
nhiing chinh sach kha thi va hiiu hiéu trén dia ban Tay Nguyén, ching ta khéng thé khéng dua
trén nhiing dic diém riéng, nhing yéu cau riéng, nhiing yéu t6 d&c thd cla van hoa xa hoi Tay
Nguyén, trong d6, c6 nhiing phong tuc tdp quan dac thd cla xa hoi Tay Nguyén ma truée day,
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do nén néng hoic chi quan, khi muén ddy manh qué trinh phat trién kinh t&, xa hoi tai khu vuc
nay, ¢6 ndi ¢6 luc ching ta da quén mat hodc bb qua chung.

Tay Nguyén 1a dia ban cu tri clia khodng 14 téc ngudi thiu s6 ban dia thudc hai nhém
ngdn ngir Mén - Khme va Malayo - Polynesian (thuat ngir "ban dia" dudc dung & day dé chi
nhiing ngudi da song lau ddi trén dia ban nay chl chua khing dinh ho la nhitng ngudi c6 ngudn
géc 6 Tay Nguyén), v6i nhi€u nét van hoa dac trung cla méi tdc ngudi, thadm chi ctia mdi nhém
tdc ngudi. Song, nhiing nén van hoa riéng cla céac téc ngudi & day déng thdi cling mang nhimg
tinh chat chung clia nén van hoa khu vuc. Nhiing yéu t6 van hoa Tay Nguyén dic trung con dudc
bao luu kha dam nét cho dén tan cudi thé ky XX, do chinh sach "Hoang triéu cuong thé" cla triéu
Nguyén va chinh sach biét Iap Tay Nguyén véi cac vung khac clia chinh quyén thuc dan Phap.
Chinh quyén Sai Gon da bai bd chinh sach Hoang triéu cuong thé ctia Bao Dai va chd truong dua
ngudi Viét Ién Tay Nguyén khai khan, 1ap dén dién. Tuy nhién, do thdi gian ngén ngui, lai dién ra
trong thdi gian chién tranh, nén két qua hét siic han ché. Bdi th€, nam 1975, khi Tay Nguyén
dugdc giai phéng, dia ban nay dudng nhu van gilr nguyén nhiing dac thu clla mét ving van hoa
tuong déi khép kin. Nhiing dac thu co ban cGia van hoa, xa hoi Tay Nguyén la:

Vé xa hoi- D6 1a mot xa hoi con luu lai nhiéu yéu t& nguyén thuy, ndi bat la tinh cong
déng thi tdc (mau hé hodc phu hé), hat nhan clia cong déng lang.

Cho dén nam 1975, trén dia ban Tay Nguyén, lang (bon, budn, plei, paldi... ) la don vi xa
hoi co ban, doc lap va khép kin.

LUi xa hon nita, lang Tay Nguyén con luu lai kha dadm nét dau vét cla cong xa thi toc
nguyén thuy. Méi lang la don vi cu tri cia mét céng déng thi téc. Kha nhiéu lang cla ngudi Edé,
ngudi Bu Nong (Mnéng) & Pak L3k con mang tén ngudi sang lap ra né, trong dé, phan I16n la
nhitng ngudi phu nir (y&u t6 mau hé véi vai trd cla cac thanh vién cé méi quan hé huyét théng
d&ng me). Sau nay, lang méi md rong dé trd thanh don vi cu trd mang tinh cong déng lang giéng.
Tuy vay, tinh thi tdc mau hé van con dudc bdo luu tai cac ngdi nha dai thi toc, ndi cu tri clia cac
thanh vién c6 cling huyét thong. Cac ngdi nha dai thi tdc do, xua kia, kéo dai tGi hai, ba tram mét
véi hang tram con ngudi thudc cac thé hé cé chung mét ba té chung séng.

Dé diéu hoa cac maéi quan hé trong dai gia dinh thi tdc cung chung séng dudi mot
mai nha dai, tif xa xua, cong dong cac toc ngudi da thiét 1ap dugc mot céu tric xa hoi
véi nhiing qui dinh kha chat ché va dugc moi thanh vién trong gia dinh I6n (gia dinh
thi toc) tuan thdi chap hanh mét cach tu giac va triét dé. Nhiing qui dinh bat thanh van
d6 chinh la phong tuc tdp quan (customs and pratices) va & mét mic dé cao hon, 1a
luat tuc (customary laws hoac folk - laws) clia cac toc ngudi. TruGc day, ngay khi thuc
dan Phap ciing nhu chinh quyén My Nguy da thiét lap duoc bd may chinh quyén cla
ho trén dia ban Tay Nguyén, phong tuc tap quan va luat tuc clia ddng bao van ton tai
va luén gilt mét vai trd quan trong trong ddi séng cong dong gia dinh, dong ho va
lang. Nhiing ngudi diing dau bd may cai tri cla Phap trudc day, cia My va chinh
quyén Sai Gon sau nay, mac du da hét siic cd gang, da khoéng thé ap dat ndi luat
phap cta ho 1én cai xa hoi Tay Nguyén vén bi ho coi la lac hau. Pierre Bernard
Lafont, mét nha nghién clu dan téc hoc va luat phap ngusi Phap, trong céng trinh
nghién cGu clia 6ng vé luat tuc cla ngudi Jrai da phai thi nhan: Sv thuc dan hoa

556



chua bao gid thanh cong ca trong viéc thay doi, chuyén hoéa va ca trong viéc tai thiét
Iap nhimg t6 chitc va quan niém truyén théng cla toc ngudi nay (chi ngudi Jrai - T.D.
H.) (Xem: Pierre Bernard Lafont: Toldi djuat, lois coutumier du Tribu Jorai; EFEO,
Paris, 1963). Viéc thanh lap cac Toa an phong tuc (thdi Phéap), toa an sac toc (thdi
chinh quyén Sai Gon) trén dia ban Tay Nguyén da chiing té rang ca chinh quyén
Phap va Sai Gon déu phai 4p dung cac phuong phap xét x{ truyén théng thay cho
viéc ap dat hé théng luat phap, tu phap cla ho Ién khu vuc Tay Nguyén.

Trong moi linh vuc clia ddi séng xa hoi, déng bao déu dua ra nhiing qui chuén (ng x{ cla
céng déng dé moi thanh vién thuc hién. Vi du, d& bdo vé thién nhién, méi trudng sinh thai, tir
ngan xua, déng bao da cd nhiing qui dinh nghiém ngat vé tdi lam chay rimg:

Ruing bi chay ma khéng dép tat

Moi ngudi sé€ khéng co rung

Moi ngudi sé khéng co dét

Lam nha dung dung cay nita

Lam choi dimng dang cay niia

B&o no cét choi G trén mat trang

B&o no6 cét choi G trén ngdi sao

K& lam chay riing sé bi x{ phat nang va nghiém khac vi da lam tén hai dén Igi ich ctia cong
dong.

Réat ti€c la cac co quan c6 chlc nang tuyén truyén bao vé riing da khong hé biét phat huy y
thiic bdo vé riing da ton tai ngay trong tdm thdc clia moi thanh vién trong cdng déng tdc ngudi
ngay ti xa xua, va da trd thanh qui chuén trong viéc (ng x{ véi thién nhién, v6i méi trudng sinh
thai clia cac cong dong téc ngudi & Tay Nguyén.

Dé tang cudng vai trd clia cdng déng trong ddi s6ng, tif xa xua, dong bao cac toc
ngudi & Tay Nguyén da c6 nhiing phuong thiic dé xac lap su kiém soat clia cong
déng déi véi cac hanh vi clia mbi ca nhan thanh vién trong cong déng 4y.

Trong cac xa hdi thi tdc mau hé, bén canh ba me, ngudi diing dau thi tdc va nhimg nguoi
con géi, chau gai cling huyét théng dang me vdi ba, 1a nhimng ngudi da, dang va sé& ndm quyén sl
dung toan bd tai san ctia dong ho dudc dé chung trong ngdi nha dai, cong ddng thi tdc mau hé da
hinh thanh nén trong cau trdc dong ho tai ngéi nha dai mét bd phan ma ngudi Edé goi 1a Dam dei,
bao gém toan bd nhiing ngudi dan éng c6 quan hé huyét théng dang me véi ba. Nhiing ngudi
dan 6ng nay du da di l1ay vd & lang khac, van hinh thanh mét "té chiic" kiéu héi déng. Méi khi gia
dinh c6 viéc hé trong, héi déng Dam dei phai hop lai ban bac va dua ra nhimg phuong an, sach
lugc, hé trg, tu van cho ba me, gilp d& ba gidi quyét cong viéc phic tap kia mot cach t6t nhat. Hoi
déng Dam dei thudng c6 mat dé gilip ngudi phu nit diing dau gia tdc can nhac viéc cudi xin cho
con chau trong thi téc (trong d6, can nhic viéc thach cudi, sé clia cai nha gai phai nép cho nha
trai, cac qui dinh d6i v6i vo chéng sé phai tuan thd... ). Bi thé, dam cudi t6 chic cho thanh nién
nam nir trong lang, thuc ra khéng chi don gidn 1a dam cudi gitta hai ca nhan, ma né con dudc su
hd trd clia toan bd cac thanh vién trong dong ho va moi ngudi trong dong ho, tuy cuong vi, vai vé
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clia minh trong dong ho ma tham gia, déng goép. Su cé mat tham gia cla hai bén dong ho trong
dam cuGi da tao nén su rang budc chat ché clia doéi vg chong méi cudi, khién ho phai c6 trach
nhiém hon d8i v6i cudc séng chung cla hai vo chéng, dic biét [a phai can nhac kj hon truéc
nhimng quyét dinh ly hon, 18y vg khac.

T6 chiic trong méi gia dinh (tir gia dinh nhd dén gia dinh 16n thi toc) théng nhat véi t6 chiic
trong c& dong ho va vdi t8 chic lang, gép phan tao nén moét bd may théng nhat, rang budc, chi
phdi 1an nhau, hinh thanh nén mét co cau t6 chiic cong déng chat ché. Hoi déng gia lang truéc
day, bao gém mét ngudi ding tudi, hiu biét vé phong tuc tap quan va nhiing qui dinh clia lang,
s6ng guong mau, cb uy tin trong dan lang (khdng han la ngusi cao tudi nhat lang), cling véi cac
thanh vién 1a nhiing ngudi dimg dau cac ngdi nha dai, la nhiing ngudi c6 quyén quyét dinh cac
cong viéc trong dai cla lang. Vi ¢ thanh vién 1a nhiing ngudi diing dau dong ho, héi déng Dam
dei c6 thé huy doéng slic ngudi, tai san clia dong ho (tif cac thanh vién trong dong ho hodc tir khéi
tai san cla dong ho). Chinh co cdu nay da phat huy dudc vai trd clia cé cdng dong, tao nén mai
lién két chat ché khéng chi gilta cac thanh vién trong céng dong lang ma con gilra cac dong ho
v6i nhau. Piéu d6 da khién cho xa hoi, cong dong lang & cac toc ngudi Tay Nguyén luén 6n dinh
va bén viing.

Sau nam 1975, duéi su Ianh dao clia Dang, Tay Nguyén véi chinh sach phat trién kinh té,
van hoa, xa hdi trén dia ban cac téc ngudi thiéu s6, da bat tay vao viéc xay dung nhiing ha tang
cd s4 kinh t€, van hoa cla Chl nghia Xa hoi. T 1986, Tay Nguyén hoa nhap véi cac khu vuc
khac trong ca nudc, ti€n hanh xoa bd chi nghia quan liéu, bao cép, thuc hién tiing budc tién hanh
coéng nghiép hoa, hién dai hoa, dudi kip téc do phat trién kinh t&, van hoa, xa hoi clia cac ving
khac trong ca nudc.

Trong qué trinh thuc hién k& hoach phat trién Tay Nguyén, nhiing can bé thuc hién va quan
ly ching da khéng chu y dén viéc gilr gin ban sac va van hoa cla déng bao cac téc ngudi Tay
Nguyén, nhiéu dia phuong da hoach dinh cac chinh sach ctia minh trén co sé...

D& tranh su biét 1ap ctia mbi lang, nham md rong méi quan hé cong déng lang truyén théng
thanh méi quan hé gilta nhiéu lang véi nhau, gilta nhiéu céng dong tdc ngudi khac nhau, nham
giip déng bao Tay Nguyén c6 mét tdm nhin réng hon, c6 thé dé dang hon trong viéc tiép thu
nhiing yéu t6 mdi trong nhan thlc, trong khoa hoc ky thuat, gép phan lam cho céac lang Tay
Nguyén hoa nhap véi cac cdng déng tdc ngudi khac, dac biét 1a v6i ngudi Viét, ching ta da mau
chéng t8 chic viéc di chuyén nhiéu bd phan dan cu & nhiéu nai, trong d6 c6 déng bao cac toc
ngudi thiéu s& & phia Bac, ngudi Viét... d&n lam &n, sinh s6ng tai cac khu vuc truée kia chi co
déng bao tai chd cu tri. Tai cac lang, ching ta ¢ vii cho phong trao tach hd, xoa bd nha dai,
nham giai phéng cac gia dinh nhd khoi su chi phdi clia ddng ho va nhiing thiét ché cla gia dinh
thi toc. Viéc lam cla ching ta chi nhdm moét muc tiéu (c6 thé muc tiéu dé 1a dang va can thiét
phai lam) ma quén méat nhimng tac hai va nhimng hé qua sau xa do viéc lam dé gay ra.

Viéc di dan c6 t8 chiic, song qua nhanh, va tiép theo né 1a qua trinh di dan tu do da pha va
mé hinh lang truyén théng trén dia ban Tay Nguyén vén dudc coi la don vi cu trd tuong déi doc
lap va khép kin clia cdng déng tdc ngudi. Trén co sd clia nén san xuat ndng nghiép 1am ray nang
suét thap, cac khu riing bao quanh lang truGc day dudc coi la mét bd phan cia lang, cac thanh
vién cla lang c6 trach nhiém bao vé, déng thdi c6 quyén khai thac mét sé "san pham" clia ring
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dé b6 sung cho nguédn luong thuc, thuc phdm hosc cung cap nguyén vat liéu dé tao ra cac cong
cu lao dong hodc d6 dung gia dinh. Déng bao tai ché méat quyén st dung va quyén bao vé ngay
tai cac khu riing dugc quan niém truyén théng vén dudc coi la thuéc pham vi cla lang quén ly.
Moi ngudi déu c6 quyén vao riing khai thac gd ban kiém Idi bdi riing thudc quyén sd hitu clia Nha
nuéc.

Khéng chi mat di ngudn luong thuc, thuc phdm dang ké nudi séng con ngudi, mat quyén
quén ly ring, dong bao céac tdc ngudi Tay Nguyén con bi mat cd mét nén van hoa lién quan téi
riing va trudc kia van dién ra dusi cac géc cay, bén cac dong sudi, trén cac tang da... trong riing.
Rung khéng chi 1a gb, 1a thd, 1a ca, ddi v6i ddng bao Tay Nguyén, riing con 1a van hoa, la noi dién
ra cac sinh hoat nghi I& va 1& héi, trong dd, cac than Rung, than Cay, than Sugi, than Pa... dudng
nhu van luén ding canh con ngudi, bao vé ho chéng lai su hadm hai clia cac than ac ma di...

Viéc giai thé, xoa bd ngdi nha dai thi tdc mét cach voi vang (vi sao khong gilr lai mot nha
dai 1am noi sinh hoat cong déng thi toc dé nha dai cling t6n tai song song véi cac ngdi nha nhd
tach hd?) da khong chi lam mat di moét dac trung van hoa cla nhiéu tdc ngudi Tay Nguyén, ma
con lam v8 vun méi quan hé céng dong thi tdc, ca s clia cdng dong lang, 1am mat di vai trd cla
ngudi chl dong ho, va do vay, cling lam maét di vai trd cla gia lang trong céng dong. Trong su
kién thang 2 nam 2001, khi ngudi ta hdi cac gia lang, vi sao cac gia lang khéng khuyén bao con
chau khéng nghe I8i xui giuc clia nhimng ké x&au, cac gia lang déu tra I8i rang, bay gid con chau né
khéng chiu nghe 13i ngusi gia nira! Day 1a mét su thuc dang budn. Song, dé ciing la mét diéu tat
yéu. Trudc day, uy tin clia cac gia lang rat cao, bdi bén canh uy tin do su hiéu biét va diic do clia
cac gia lang, gia lang con dudc cac chd nha, chl h, la nhiing thanh vién cla H6i déng gia lang
déng gdp cong siic lao déng va tién cla dudc huy dong tir cac dong ho va tir s6 cla céi chung
clia mbi dong ho déng goép. Khi tach hd, sé clia cai chung dudc chia cho cac gia dinh nho. Luc ¢
cbng viéc, ngudi chl ho khéng thé huy déng s6 tai san da chia cho cac gia dinh nho.

Theo quan niém cla déng bao Tay Nguyén, cac than linh cling nam trong cong
déng lang. D6 1a cac vi t6 tién, cac than bép, than nha, cac vi than suéi, than ring...
nam ngay trong khu rimg thudc pham vi quan ly ctia lang. Khéng qua céach b, linh
thiéng, cac than linh clia ngudi Tay Nguyén (vGi hau hét cac tdc ngudi cu trd trén dia
ban) déu rat gan gii v6i con ngudi. Khi con ngudi can su Gng ho, gilp dd cla than
linh, ho ¢t mét ché rugu, nudng mét con ga, mdi goi than linh xuéng du va phlu hod
cho ho. Ho thudng t6 chiic nhiing |& ciing ta on véi 1& vat rat 16n (cung trau, bo... ).
Song, sau |& giao uéc, néu ngudi cing (hodc gia dinh) gép nan, ho cho réng than linh
khéng phu hé cho ho, ho sé& huy bd & giao udc trudc kia, viit chiéc vong giao udc
xudng dat.

Su xudt hién cac than linh trong doi s6ng van hoa tinh than cla dong bao Tay Nguyén
khong chi mang tinh chat mé tin. D6 chinh la phuong thiic ma déng bao thudng s dung dé diéu
chinh cach (ing xU gilta con ngudi véi thé gidi tu nhién, gilta con ngudi vGi cdng déng.

Nhiing k& vi pham méi trudng sinh thai phai lam I& cing tai ngay noi vi pham. Viéc ta 16i
tru6c than linh nham 1am cho ké vi pham rat kinh nghiém, tu diéu chinh cac hanh vi cla minh,
khéng dam tai pham nita. Knhdng chi triing phat nhimg ké vi pham 16i v6i tu nhién, ma nhiing
ngudi vi pham méi quan hé cong déng ciing sé lam cho than linh néi gian, néu khéng cung ta, sé
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bi triing phat nang né. Loan luan 1a mét toi nang. Chéc bang kinh nghiém cla minh, déng bao cac
dan tdc cling nhan ra nhiing tac hai do loan luan gay ra trong céng dong. N6 lam suy gidm slc
khoé cdng déng. Va hau qua clia nd con tiép tuc kéo dai & cac thé hé sau. Chinh vi vay, hau nhu
céac toc ngudi thiéu s6 & Tay Nguyén déu qui dinh x& phat rat nang nhimg ké vi pham. L& vat phai
dung bo, dé, vit, chd ma khéng dung trau la vat hién sinh thudng dung trong nhiing trudng hop vui
mung. Hai ké c6 quan hé loan luan véi nhau sé bi phat, phai bd an duGi dat va an chung trong
mot cai mang cho heo &n. Nhiing hanh déng dé Ia cach nhig ké pham 16i ta 16i truc than linh,
néu khéng, than linh ndi gian sé& sinh ra 10 lut, ddng dat va nguyét thuc (déng bao cho rang,
nhiing viéc nay la diém xau, sé gay ra mat mua, déi kém va dich bénh).

Nghi 1& va 1& hoi ciing |a dip d& déng bao xac 1ap va cling ¢8 méi quan hé cong déng théng
qua viéc phan céng cac cong viéc cho cac thanh vién trong cong déng dy. M&i mét thanh vién
trong cong déng, tuy theo cdng viéc ho dudc phan cdng, ciing sé hiéu dudc vi tri cia minh trong
gia dinh, dong ho. Ngudi chi huy toan bd cudc 1& chuén bi kinh phi va |1& vat cho cudc 18, bao gid
cling la ngudi ding dau gia dinh va tdc ho. Nhiing ngudi dan éng cé quan hé huyét théng véi ba
chi tdc ho phai ddm nhiém vai trd chi huy, phan céng cac nhdém lao déng. Ho ciing 1a ngudi dam
nhiém vai trd chi huy cudc rugu can. Béi chi c6 ho méi hiéu dugc vi tri ctia méi ngudi trong dong
ho d& madi udng trudc hodc udng sau (dang cha y 1a viéc udng truc hay udng sau chi can ¢l vao
"vai v&" clia ngudi nay trong dong ho ma khéng can ¢ vao chiic vu, dia vi xa héi cla ngudi do).

Trong x& hoi mau hé, nhiing ngudi con ré (ung rong) chi dudc phan céng lam nhiing viéc
nang nhoc, |4y tre, Idy gé, lam cot néu... Ho phai ngéi uéng rudu sau clng.

T4t ca nhig qui dinh d6 rat chat ché, ty mi, cu thé, khién cho trong I& hdi quan trong, mac
du rat déng ngudi tham du, song khdng hé 16n xdn, mat trat tu. Nhiing ngudi da dudc phan cong
lam ddng phan su cla minh mét cach vui vé, tu giac. Bai thé, trong cac st thi, ngudi ta miéu ta
canh |1& héi: Ai danh chiéng cit danh chiéng, ai uéng rudu clf udng rudu, ai ra sudi muc nudc cl di
muc nuéc... Diéu d6 chi ¢ thé xay ra trong mdt xa hodi da c6 su phan cong lao ddng ranh mach,
mot t8 chic chat ché, chu dao. Trat tu xa hoi d6, qua cac sinh hoat nghi & va 18 hdi, ngay mot
dudc cling ¢6 va trd thanh tap quan cla dong bao.

Trong thdi gian trudc day, do it hiéu biét, ching ta cho réng, cac sinh hoat nghi 1& va I& hoi
it nhi€éu déu mang tinh chat mé tin, can phai loai bd ra khoi doi s6ng, cac thay cung khéng dugdc tu
do hanh nghé nira.

K&t qué 13, trong tam thiic nhan dan, véi cudc séng gan giii thién nhién, véi trinh d6 hiéu
biét phan nao bi han ché&, con ngudi rat can mot niém tin dé 1am chd dua. Loai bd tin ngudng dan
gian ra khdi doi sdng hang ngay, chinh 1a ching ta da tao mét khoang tréng trong tam thdc clia
déng bao. D6 chinh 1a co hdi cho cac tén gido khac tu do xam nhap.

Su gidm thiéu céac sinh hoat nghi 1& va 1& hoi trong ddi séng cla nhan dan, ciing chinh 1a su
gidm thiéu cac chat két dinh clia cong dong xa hoi.

Vay ma, trong diéu kién nay, c6 nhiéu y kién lai muén khéi phuc sinh hoat luat tuc, khoi
phuc dia vi clia gia lang, khéi phuc mét sé sinh hoat nghi I& va 18 héi... D6 phai chang chi 1a
nhitng mong muén khéng cé co sd thuc té va ly luan.
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Chung ta thudng c6 mét khdu hiéu thudng nhac dén khi néi vé viéc phat trién kinh t&, van
hoa, xa hoi tai mién nui, trong d6 c6 mién nai Tay Nguyén: Phén d&u cho mién ndi tién kip mién
xu6i. D6 1a khau hiéu do ching ta ap dat. Déng bao cac dan téc Tay Nguyén mong mudn cé mét
cudc séng ngay mét sung tuc, day di hon trude, song cudc séng dd phai ludn cd su hai hoa gilta
doi s6ng vat chét va tinh than, gilra con ngudi va thién nhién, gitra con ngudi trong cdng dong véi
nhau. Moi cach lam budc déng bao phai canh tranh dé mong cé Igi suat cao hon, moi cach séng
chi cha y dén gia dinh nhé ma bd qua méi quan hé cong dong, moét cudc séng khong co thién
nhién, s& khong thod man nhimg nhu cau cla dong bao.

D& két thuc bai viét nay, chang t6i xin cung cdp cho cac vi mét théng tin. D6 1a mét mau tin
trén bao Binh Phudc, co quan théng tin cla Dang bd Binh Phudc ra ngay th( bay, 18-8-2001
(trang 3):

"Do bi nhiing phén tir x4u kich dong, céng véi nhimg bét déng trong sinh hoat, trong doi
s6ng vaéi nhitng hé di dan tu do cung séng trén dia ban, sau Tét Nguyén Ban Tan Ty, 21 hd déng
bao Stiéng G hai 4p Pak Nung, Bak Xuyén (xa Bdk Nhau, huyén Bu DBang) (vung céan ctr cach
mang ci - T.D.H.) da bé noi sinh séng Ién rimg. Ho da dét pha 20 ha rimg thuéce tiéu khu 175 1am
truong Bu Pang dé€ dung choi va té chifc san xuét!”,

Vi sao déng bao bd vao ring sau ma khong ra ndi gan dudng, noi ¢6 dién, c6 dudng sa di
lai thuén 1gi? Bdi vi ddng bao c6 nhiing nhu cau khac nita. Phai dap (ng dudc nhiing nhu cau do,
moi su phat trién méi cé y nghia déi v6i ddng bao va do vay, né méi bén viing, lau dai./.
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SUMMARY

The multi-sided results brought about by the policies of the Party and the State to the daily
life of Tay Nguyen ethnic groups are obvious. However, such changes have not seemed to meet
the requirements for the sustainable development of Tay Nguyen. One of the causes for that
originates from the weaknesses in our social management, which do not match the local people's
concept of a happy, complete life.

Until 1975, when Tay Nguyen was liberated, this region seemed to retain the typical
features of a relatively closed culture with various special traits in the social structure, cultural life
and community customs and practices. It was a society with many primitive factors, of which the
clan community (matriarchal or patriarchal), the nuclear of the community, is salient. Each village
is a resident unit of one clan community or neighbouring community. The feature of matriarchal
clan is still preserved in clan's long houses. In order to regulate the relations in a clan extended
family, a social structure has been established with strict rules which are accepted and complied
with. They are practices and customs, and above that, custom laws. Under the French and
American dominations, and their puppet governments, such practices and customs were almost
retained. The codes of conduct in the community strictly obeyed by its members are very severe
in exerting the community's control over individuals' behaviours such as forest destruction or
incest.

For example, in the matriarchal clan society of E De group, a "Dam dei council" was formed
in the long house, consisting of male consultants to the mother in her decisions on important
matters of the family. The families in the same line and same village have their council of
patriarchs to make decisions on the common matters of the village. These power relations have
brought into full play the role of the whole community, from a family, to a line, to the whole
village... In the development of Tay Nguyen of the last years, both management and
implementation officials have not paid attention to the preservation of this cultural identity of the
local people. They organised migration of people from various areas, encouraged the division of
households and abolishment of the long house, broke down the local traditional institutions for the
one purpose of economic development. In addition to the loss of land and forests, the local
people have lost also the forest-related culture which used to occur under trees, near streams, on
big rocks... in their forests, where their god of forests, god of trees, god of stream, god of rocks
were living.

According to the concept of the local inhabitants, gods also belong to the village
community. The existence of gods in their spiritual and cultural life is not merely superstitious but
also a way of detering and regulating people's behaviour toward the natural world and toward the
community. Those who offend the nature or human beings, thus angering gods, must all be
severely punished. In addition, rituals and festivals also provide opportunities for strengthening
community relationships through the assignment of works to members. It is the lack of
understanding of the typical cultures of ethnic groups that has led to the desire to abolish
superstition and to intervene subjectively into sacred customs. Although done with good intention
in most cases, it has long since caused dissatisfaction in the local people, leading to local
problems in the sustainable development of the Tay Nguyen society. Maybe this is also a lesson
that should be learnt for behaviour toward the culture of each ethnic group in particular and the
Tay Nguyen society in general.
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